Transnational Corporations and the Interests of a Country

3-4 days

1. Listen to the song “Mercy, Mercy Me” by Marvin Gaye and list the concerns raised in the song, discuss the causes.

2. Brainstorm responsibilities a government has to the inhabitants of their country (not necessarily just their own citizens)

List may include (a-c may be the easiest to research)

a. Economic prosperity

b. Equality of treatment and opportunity

c. Environmental health

d. Territorial security

e. Cultural and social vitality

f. Influence on the world stage

3. Brainstorm a list of transnational corporations (including Disney, Nike, Microsoft…)

4. Groups go to the company website and report on the following information;

a. Where are the headquarters located?

b. Are there headquarters in other locations? Where?

c. Does the website tell you all the countries that their business is located in? If so, where?

d. Are there links to local company websites (eg. McDonald’s has websites for each of the countries they are located in)

e. What cultural messages are portrayed in this website (or sites)

f. Does the website tell you their number of employees or their yearly earnings (profits)?  If so, what are they?
g. What does the website tell you about their civic priorities (#1 brainstorm list)

5. Groups go to three other websites relating to this corporation.

a. What do these pages tell you about how this corporation behaves in regards to their treatment of workers, the environment, or any other issues you have decided to cover.

· Use proper citation techniques to record the websites you have visited (Google is not a website that gives you the information, it is the search engine that helps you to find those websites!)

· Do not include information on company products/services unless it is somehow related to their civic behavior.

6. Groups rank their company on a five point scale (greatly challenges – greatly benefits). They must justify their ranking. Defend your findings.
7. Using a placemat activity, have the groups rank each of the companies from best to worst corporate citizens.  

8. As a class, have each group share their best and worst companies and the justification for that ranking.  Then as a class try to find the top 3 and bottom three corporations.  Have a discussion of what these corporations have in common, and if these findings would change their shopping habits.

TC2 Social 10 Topic C Critical Challenge #3

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum: Programs: For Teachers (Visited March 18, 2001). 

www.rockhall.com/programs/plandetail.asp?id+559.
Other songs: 

Burn On, Randy Newman

The New Pollution, Beck

Thank God for the Bomb, Ozzy Osborne

Rape of the World, Tracy Chapman

Air, musical Hair

Whoops, blues Travelers

Transnational Corporations and the Interests of a Country

Name: ________________________________

Brainstorming Concerns 

_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
Brainstorming government’s civic responsibilities

_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
Brainstorming transnational corporations

_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
_________________________________

_________________________________
My transnational corporation is: _________________________________________________

Website Research
· Use proper citation techniques to record the websites you have visited (Google is not a website that gives you the information, it is the search engine that helps you to find those websites!)

· Do not include information on company products/services unless it is somehow related to their civic behavior.

a. Where are the headquarters located? _________________________________
b. Are there headquarters in other locations? Where? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Does the website tell you all the countries that their business is located in? If so, where? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. Are there links to local company websites (eg. McDonald’s has websites for each of the countries they are located in) _________________________________
e. Does the website tell you their number of employees or their yearly earnings (profits)?  If so, what are they? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f. What cultural messages are portrayed in this website (or sites) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g. What does the website tell you about their civic priorities (#1 brainstorm list) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Go to three other websites relating to this corporation.

a. What do these pages tell you about how this corporation behaves in regards to their treatment of workers, the environment, or any other issues you have decided to cover.

Website #1 ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Website #2 ________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Website #3________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On a scale of 1 (greatly challenges) to 5 (greatly benefits), how would you rank this corporation in regards to it’s civic responsibilities?  Justify your answer by giving examples from your research.
1
2
3
4
5

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
